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THE BOERS

 IND BAITONS

Unconfirmed Rumors of
Boer Successes.

AOBEATS' LONG  DELAY

IThe British Commander Said to be

Preparing for an Early Ad-
vance on Pretoria.

ALIWAL NORTH, April 10.—An en-
gagement took place yesterday at We-
pener. The Boers Vickers-Maxim did
conglderable execution at first, but the
British guns soon got the range and
did great havoe, The Rouxville com-
mando has gone to Wepener

The fighting at Wepener was severe
and lasted all day long. The Boers
received a check. The casualties were
rather heavy on both sides, Another
commando Is advancing towards We-
pener from Dewel’'s Dorp.

Slow Work Ahead.

LONDON, April 15, 5 A. M.—Britons
are now beginning, though reluctantly,
to realize that Lord Roberts is in for a
winter campalgn, lasting several
months. This the end, In a few
words, of the high hopes based upon
Lord Roberts’ brilllant dash to Kimber-
ley and Bloemfontein. Preparations
are belng made to hold Bloemfontein
against surprises. Lord Kitchener has
been given an important duty, being
responsible for the protection of the
railway, while Lord Roberts is wait-
ing for remounts and winter clothes for
the troops, whose thin cotton khakt
uniforms and boots are worn out,

General Brabant and General Gat-
acre are both at a standstill, Lord
Roberts will probably for some time
confine his operations to clearing the
Free State behind him of ralders and
to the relleving of Mafeking, for which
purpose apparently the Elghth Divi-
slon, now arriving at Cape Town, has
been ordered to Kimberley.

A Possible Defeat.

LONDON, April 11.—A thira very
gerious defeat has been inflicted upon
the British forces in the Orange Free
State, according to dispatches to the
Dally Mall, quoting advices from Boer
sources, The report of the victory i.s
that on Saturday General De Wel's
Burghers attacked the British forces,
1500 strong, at Meerkatsfontein. After
a flerce engagement In which according
to one account, 600 British were kill-
ed or wounded, the Boers captured the
entire command. -

The War Office has not made public
any dispatches indicating the possibil-
ity of such an engagement, nor do any
press telegrams received from the cor-
respondents with the British army,
many of which bear later date than Sat-
urday, contaln any hint of this dlsaster.
Yet the censorship Is very stringent at
present and might easily prevent guch
news from reaching England until aft-
er Lord Roberts had seen fit to report
on %,

H

The Feeling in London.
LONDON, April 12.—Everybody
is loth to believe the story from
toria of a further British reverse and

the Doers capturing 900 more men. The
report ereated something akin to dis-
may in London vesterday, and the pub-
lle, therefore, was quite ready to accept
with Joy the statement thats the War
OfMice did not eredit the story. The re-
lief felt was all the greater when Lord
Roberts' dispatches arrived reporting
the activity of the Boers in the south of
the Free State, but nothing of any dls-
[m‘ or to the British troops.
| Still, the feeling exists in London
that they cannot be too sure till an-
other day has passed, for It must be re-
membered that it has usually taken
some time for the British version of
checks and reverses to reach thls coun-
try.This is natural when it Is taken In-
to consideration that detached col-
umns from the Free State are operating
at n econsiderable distance from head-
quarters,

[ Latest dispatches throw considerable
doubt on the story of a British defeat.]

An Active Enemy.

LONDON, April 14.—The Times has
the following from Jamersberg, dated
April 13th:

“Colonel Dalgety's force has been
surrounded by some thousands of Boers
with eight guns, two ‘pom poms’ and
two Maxims, since Monday morning.
They have gallantly withstood a heavy
attack on Monday and again a night at-
tack on Tuesday; and on Thursday
there was a continnons shell and rifle
fire, We are confident of belng able to
repulse any attack. Food ia plentiful.
Our rasvalties, in the circumstances,
are small. The brunt of the fighting,
and also of the loss, has been borne by
Cape mounted riflemen.”

The Bloemfonteln correspondent of
the Morning Post telegraphing Thurs-
day, says: “The enemy have evidently
determined to adopt entirely new tac-
ties. Two columns are known to be
moving to the south of Bloemfontein.
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They are relying on Cape carts for
transports and are carrying scarcely
any forage and only sufficlent food to|
meet the imediate requirements of the
convoy with ox transport following at |
a secure distance. The Boer columns
are thus enabled to move almost as
quickly as cavalry. It Is reported that
there are 9000 Boers to the south of De
Wets Dorp. The force extends from |
that point to Odendahl. The burghers |
who had returned to their farms are
undoubtedly rejoining the enemy.”

LONDON, April 17.—The Bloemfon-
tein correspondent of the Standard,
telegraphing Monday, says: “The Boers |
are in full retreat from Wepener, hug- |
ging the Basutoland border. The l’-n-i
stitos are marching parallel with them
along the frontier, watching eagerly
for the slightest encroachment.”

The Dailly News has the following
from Reddersburg, dated Friday:
“General Chermside saw the rearguard
of the Boers disappear southeast in full
retreat. The epnemy appear to be in
strong force four miles east of Red-
dersburg. They are falling back be-
fore our advance guard.”

Glimpses of the Campaign.

NEW YORK, April

Serviee, )—A dispatch
from London says:

Ladysmith dispatches confirm the
report that the Boers have retired from
the Elands Laagte ‘listrict to their Big-
Zarsberg positions. No ralding opera-
ions smithward have been reported,
and 1t is now clear that the Boer ad-
vance was ordered for the sake of em-
pioying the burghers on active duty
and ol checking desertions, The Brit-
1=h iractlvity in one sense is masterly,
aifice it demoralizes the enemy.

Sir Redvers Buller's scouts have re-
réported that the Hoers have wrecked
the engine house and shafts of three
cionllers by heavy charges of dynamite,

17.—(Afternoon
to the Tribune

Ihese wanton attacks upon private
property have beea characteristie of
the Dutch eampaign. South Afriecans

explaln them on the theory that the
Hoera are aware that claims for dam-
dges Lo property in Natal and Cape
Colony, which will be presented after
the war, can never be assessed against
cthe farmers of the two common-
wealths, but will be liquidated by the
mine owners of the Rand. According-
Iy the Boers feel at liberty to inflict as
much damage as posegible, since the
indemnity will come out of the min-
ing industry of the Rand in the form
of taxation based on the profits of thae
companies, The theory is correct with-
out doubt that Johannesburg will gay
the piper wher the war Is over. Neith-
ér Pretoria nor Bloemfontein has re-
scurces for liquidating war indemni-
ties and bills for damages.

An officlal bulletin issued at Pretoria
contains a survey of the military situ-
ation in the varlous sections and im-
plies that there Is aectivity all along
the line. The Boer offigials evidently
find it necessary to convey the im-
preasion to their own people that the
Dutch forces have not disbanded, but

are actively employed at various
puoints. The only fresh claim of vic-
tory in 'his dispatch is a report that

General Froneman has defeated a Brit-
ish column and driven it across the
Orange river. There s no confirma-
tilon of this story from Britisbgsources
and, on the contrary, the attack on
Col. Dalgety’s foree pear Wepener has
slackened and there are persistent ru-
mors that General Brabant has reliev-
¢l the garrison after defeating the
Boers, General Brabant 8 on the
way to Wepener with a strong mount-
ed foree and reinforcements from Na-
tal are behind him., General Cherm-
slde with a full divizion, is also mov-
ing east from Reddersburg and the
Boers may be caught in a corner some-
where in the gouthwestiern section of
the Free Btate,

The general situation at Bloemfon-
tein ia unchanged Military experts
here do not expect an advance north-
wurd for a week or ten days, since

Lord Roberts is walting for large s hip-
meuts of horses, which bave barely ar-
rived at Cape Town, They are
convinced that General Bulier will re-
main on the defensive and not attnek
Biggarsberg until the enemy’'s Jorce
has been drawn off by Lord Rolberts
invasion of the Transvaal. It s con-
giclered probable that Generals Hunter

also

ind Brabant will work their war ap
to Wepener and Ladybrand, and In
this way protect Lord Roberts” line of

communications
On the Eve of Advance.

LONDON, April 17.—~{(Afternoon Ser-

vice. )—At last Roberis seems to be on
the eve of making his main advance
towards Pretoria. Unless all the usual
reliable sources of information and all
the indications smuggled past the cen-
gor are at fault, the British army with-
in a few days will be marching north-
ward. After many prematare and un-
founded reports that have purported
to tell of this move there is naturally
even in the best informed quarters con-
siderable hesitancy in settling upon the
day lLord Roberts Is .ikely to leave
Bloemfontein, but there is a settied im-
pression that it will occur either at the
end of this week or the beginning of
next. The long, weary wait in the Free
state cepital has apparently effected a
much needed rehabilitation, thongh it
is probable Lord Roberts would still
further have delayed his advance had
not the Boer activity forced him to
put his forees in such positions that un-
legs they guickly proceed northward
the strategic advantage will ba lost.
The eritics agree in the sapposition
i that the advance will be made in paral-
| 1ol columns with a broad front west of
the rallroad, the third and eighth divig
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WASHENEGTON, April 9.—The yre-
port of Mey's change of . faith,
althoughgdniitted neithers by the Ad-

Why thigihds
Mc

miral o erself, - has, been verified
among EEEntin u.-_.fri'e'nﬁ,',many', of
whom end St .lolﬁl;a,‘ Episcopal
Chureh, @dmiral Doweyd§ very much
attarned @b St. Johy's. ‘H¥ has held a

pew thegg
\"‘l-"!lln o] '
ufter hig
SeClre
hsip. Sd
member
directors
fund.

is ¥

It
e

ever since heghas livéd in
h. Ope of his first  deeds
return from M¥nila was to
pew 1T his oid*place of wor-
~.&fter he * was elected a
i the vesiry and one of;the
the Episcopal cathédral

¢
eved that in dvt_ereig’e to
his wishQE¥Mrs. Dewey has consgnted
10 retur the church she attended

before hilhe 'nv.eralonw
L0 the mys ot

bytérian
Thosopflf ~and then to the Roman
Ca. hollc huyreh.

of Dewey’s Wife.

TEEH . Cot., April 18.—Judge Ha-
ren, brdiier-in-law of Mrs. Dewey, a
plop . or Western Colorado, speak-
ng lod&g of Admiral Dewey's

aounced Intentloh of gofng béfore
pecple as a candidare for the Prestdens
cy, eaid:

“1 am not in a position to say much,
but if the people of this country do not
desire to place the destiny of the na-
tion in the hands of a woman, L will
be best to let the Admiral remain
where he is. I know Mrs, Dewey very
well, of course. She was my brother's
wife. She & a bright, capable, ambi-
tous woman, quite famliiar with puab-
lie affairs at Washington.”

his was all Judge Hazen would
consent to say about the matter

The Admiral's Campaign.

WASHINGTON, April 13.—Admiral
Dewey's political statement probably
will be ready to be given out for pub-
lication next Tuesday, He s still
wilting to hear from s&ome of his
sound money Democratic friende In
New Yorg before giving out the impor-
@ant document. He belleves that he
has behind him all the sound money
i/mocrats in the East and the South,
and in conversation with hils poiitical
iriends he says that he |s a sound

oos?

~ Chswuman Jones Talks.

ple will give it to you,” the Admir-
sdbd.
Dewey then went on to say that he
agd always been a Republican; that
!‘. was originally a Republican on the
lavery issue ~was afterward a Repub-
lcan off protectfon, then on the mon-
'y questioh, and was now a Republl-
¢an ‘on “expansion. He thanked s the
President for all past kindnesses and
went away in a happy frame of nlind,
A few days later he started on his tour
through the South. .
. When Dewey returned fréfn  his
Southerp trip the first thing he heard
at the office of the Secretary of the
Navy was that the law would not per-
mit him to draw $10,000 compensation.
The Admiral lost his temper. He
Swore at the President in a most bit-

ter way. He paced the floor of the
room, exclaiming that McKinley had
robbed him, had deprived him of his

Just dues, hivd treated him like a dog,
bad trumped up this legal obstacie for
the purpose of cheating afd robving
him.

Incredible ae it may appear, tlhese
were "hls expressions. He apparently
eouid not find words vicions enough to
eéxpress his feelings. '

The Admiral declared he would have
Vengeance, and in a day or tws not
only the people of the country, but
Dewey's most lotimate friends, were
amazed and surprised at his announce-
ment that he was a candidate for
President. From that day to this the
Admiral has been complaining of Me-
Kinley and of the Administration in
general, and, through his fault-finding,
the first information concerning the
matter leaked out.
-An investigation

in Administration
circles discl

“great unwillingness
to talk about the case. It Is not de-
led the President refusedito pay Dew-
¥ the sum pald to other mem} of
the commissioff; but Mr. M&Kinleg has
issued orders . not one word. be
uTld abogt the-affair by any of & ad-
Vigers, e

NEW YORK, April 17.—(Afternoon
arvice) —A special to the Hevald from
Vashington says:

“enator Jones of Arkansas, chairman
of the Democratic National Committee
sald last night that he had no idea
what Admiral Dewey's intentions were,
or what line of action heé would pursue
to obtain a presidential npomination.
So far as the National Commitiee as
a body was concerned, no letter or com-
munication had been addressed to the
admiral on the subject of his candi-
dacy. Speaking for himself Sen. Jones
said he had pot written to the Ad-
miral inquiring whether he would en-
ter the Kansas City convention and
abide by the result of the ¢onventi n,
but added:

“It is quite probable, however, that
others are more curjous.”

“It is quite possible,” continued he,
“that Admiral Dewey may be suggested
in connection with the vice-presidency,
but 1 have not the slightest idea that
he will be proposed serionsly as a pres-
Idential candidate. Public sentiment
has already decreed that Mr. Bryan Is

money Jefferson Democral.

On the expansion izsne he occuplies |
middie ground between the President |
ind Mr. Bryan, He i8 nelither an :!u-;

perialist nor an anti-expansionisi. He
wiieves In restoring order in thg
Philippines and then holding the isi-

ands and awaiting developments, prob-
ybly in the end turning them over to a

States protectorate, I

I'he Admiral receives a large .'mmu:lti
of mall dally from prominent mea in )
vl parts of the country, pr.m":uily'
from business men and sound money
Democrats,

He belleves that New York will send
uninstructed delegates to the Kansas |
City convention, that the New Jersey
be controlled in his fa-
! vor and that he will have support from
sther Eastern States, He sxpects mos:
of his original support from the East-
ern States, but he beileves that when|
the proper time comes the convention |
can be ca.rled by storm for him just as
he Chicago convention four years ago
wias swept off its feet for Mr. Bryan.

He was much gratified today to re-
ceive an invitation from New Orlmun|
to visit that ecity, and when he goes to
Detroit on June 6th it is his intc»mioni
to take a swing around the circle :mnil
go to New Orleans on his return. |

Why Dewey Hates McKinley. !

CHJCAGO, April 14.—A Washington |
special to the Inter Ocean says: The|
Iewey myslery is explained at }a_ﬂ.l
The reason for the Admiral’'s sudden |
announcement of himself as a Presi-
dential candidate and his bitter fm-i-|
ing toward McKinley are ¢leared up by |
a discovery made today.

Admiral Dewey furnizshed a clew to
the explanation by complaining to|
friends that Mr. McKinley unjustly de-
prived him of $10,000. In the A-Imir'i
al's opinion the President "robbmil
him." |

The basis for the charge is the fact|
that President McKinley has been un-
ahle to pay Admiral Dewey the =2ame

slons sweeping northward to the ex-
treme mnorthwest, the entire foree
amounting to 75,000 men,

Exactly what part General Baller
will take is still a secret, which no one
is able to probe,

From the seat of war there s signif-
jcant silence. From The Hague comes
the news that the Boer delegates re-
fuse to make public the object of thelr
mission. They hope to be received by

compensation as that recelved by ci-
| vilian members of the late Philippine
i('n!ﬂmi*?‘iﬂl“l. to wit, $10,000. The
| President wanted to pay this sum 10
the Admiral, but the law  would. not
permit, That section of the statute
which sayvs no one shall hold two of-|
fices of trust and profit under the
United States Government, whera the
compensation exceeds $£500, was in
the way, and though the President
tried to fidd a way around the statute

to be the nominee of the regular Demo.
cratic party and in my judgment the
men who will represent the Democeratis
party at Kansas Clity will carry out the

will of the Democratic masses and
name Mr. Bryan
“So far as Admiral Dewey Is con

of
i

cerned I have no means
whether he proposes, as

knowing
Demoerat

native government under a United | 15 come to the regplar organization and

ablde by the consénquences, or whether
he and his friends intend to hold ar
independent convention similar to that
which named a third party ticket four
years ago headed by General Palmer.”

Senator Joneg then explained that he
wns not =erfonsly coneldering the can-
didacy ofAdmiral Dewey because he he

| lieved it to be the resnlt of a movement

originated bv rcertain so-called Demo-
erats who 4ld not vote for Mr. Bryvan
four years ago and who have no In-
tention of dolng «o If he is agaln named
as the party standard-bearer, He ad
ded that it was not nsual for a candi-
date that he proposed to be the candi-
date for any particular party and dic-
tate a policy which is supposed to be
antagonistic to all the prineciples of the
party from which be seeks support.
“11." sald Senator Jones, “Admiral
Dewey declared himself to be a Demo
erat he will receive a cordlal welcoms
into the fold, for the American people
are proud of him for his gallant and
meritoriong  sgeérviees in thelr bahalf
There are other good Demorcrats whe
rendered valuable service to their coun
try during the Spanish-American war
and the admiral will not be lonely in
the Democratic ranks.He will probably
receive such consideration as he de-
serves, but he will have to abide the
result of the convention, whatever it

mayv be.”
C————

Sugar Prices Advanced.

NEW YORK. April 10.—Arbuckls
Brothers today advanced the price of
refined sugar & cents per 100 pounds
Two weeks ago the Arbuckles cut the
price of refined sugar 5 cents per 100
pounds. This reduction was made di-
rectly after an advance in the price ol
raw sugar. The American Sugar Re-
fining Company did not follow, and the
advance by the Arbuckles today bring:
their price back to that of the Have-
meyer Company

Plague at Sydney.

SYDNEY. N. 8. W, April 13Nt
was officially announced today that 111
cases and thirty-eight deaths from bu-

Queen Wilhelmina, but nothing in this
direction has yvet been decided upon.

NE N L

neither he nor his law officers were

bonic plague have occurred here.
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Three ‘Million Dollars
Appropriated.

BY WAY OF EXPERIMENT

If the Line Works Well it May be
Extended to the Philip-
pine Islands.

WASHINGTON, April 11.—With lit-
tle debate of consequence the Senate to-
day passed the Pacific cable bill, a
measure appropriating $3,000,000 for
the construction of a cable between
San Franelsco and Honolulu. The Bill
was unanimously reported by the Com-
-
mittee on Naval Affairs, and that it i&s
pagsed without serious objection is re-
garded as a compliment to thelcommit--
tee, The bill as reported to the Senate.
is a substitute for the measure as
originally introduced by Hale. It car-
ries an appropriation of $3,000,000 for
the project.

The bill provides for a cable from
San Francisco to Honolulu, the work
to be done under the supervision of
the Navy Department, which has made
surveys and determined the practicabil-
ity of the route.

Hale explained that the bill provided
for the bullding of the cable from San
Francisco to Honolulu, is, he said,
would be in the nature of an & -
ment, and upon the resuit of it wo

depend In a measure the future course

start the Philippine cable from some

by the northern route,
—_—— ———— -

RUSSIA AND JAPAN.

It Looks More and More Like War

Between Them.
NEW YORK, April 15.—A Times
cable from London says: The Russlan

and Japanese question s simmering
along in a mapner unpleasantly sug-
gestive of an approaching confliel. The

present indications are not favorable to
the view that the strife will immediate-
Iy break out, but both parties are angry,
and Japan has more grievances against
Russia than those founded on the latter
power's endeavor to encroach on the in-
dependence of Corea. The fishing dis-
pute in Northern Japanese or Russian
waters, for one thing, was recently
wute epough to impel Japan to rush a
bill through her Parliament imposing
grohibitory duties upon all descriptions
of sait fish coming from Russia.

“1 need not burden you with details
of this dispute, beyond mentioning that
for half a century Japanese fisherfien
have been left free to ply thelr calling
around the island of Saghallen, and
that lately Russia took steps to destroy
his 15 nol inconsiderable Industry This
spontancuosly  brought into existence
Japan's retaliatory action, and has
cansed the government at St. Pelers.
ire to postpone for 4 year the anforce-
ment of its decrees, But that clearly
foes not end the dispute, which is one
ontaining abundan: material for em-
bitterment unless frankly and agquarely
treated.”

WANTS SUGAR STOCES LISTED.

Zdwnard Politiz in New York on an
Important Missio

NEW YORK, April 10.—<Edward Pol-
itz of San Francisco Is In New York
endeavoring to secure the listing by
the Stock Exchange of the more im-
portant Hawailan sugar stocks. He is
st the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, and In
liscussing his mission expressed him-
self as being quite confident that he
would succeed. No expression la yét
sbtainable from the officiala of the
Siock Exchange who will deal with
he matter. The value of the Hawall-
an stocks is well known here, and o
present it is not anticipated that there
will be any very serious objection to
the plan. If Mr. Pollltz succeed= hi-
work will prove very valuable to 1l
business interests of both Hom:lau
and San Francisco,

Passion Play Decree Resented.

CITY OF MEXICO, April 15~The
anew order of the Archbishop of Mexico
regarding the Passion Play, customary

on Good Friday, was observed In the
valley of Mexico, although the masses
resented the prohibition of the spectacle
which has been a feature of Holy Week
for centurles, originating with the
‘Jergy when they were christenlng the
[ndians

But at Yautepre, in the State of Mo-
~elos, the people assembled at the par-
sh priest’s home, demanding that he
listribute as usual the costumes of the
Passion Play. This he refused to do.
it Is reported that he was driven out of
town, the people declarinm they would
not stand such a priest and must be
wlowed the ancient customa.

Conan Doyle says veldt fighting Is
turning Tommy Atkins into the type
of the Amerlcan cowboy.

of the Government. It might be i
ot degirable in-the light of ex
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